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Wishing all our friends
a Happy Christmas and
 a Prosperous New Year.

Not booked for Santa's visit? See below.

The Trustees were contacted by Martin Cleaver who is the Archive and Records Officer for
Wirral Archive Services. He'd sent a copy of a print they hold, believed to have been taken
in the 1880s and said 

https://mailchi.mp/a6afb1e35ee7/bunbury-mill-newsletter-173-summer-8110611?e=601bc93ecd


“We have a large collection of local history material relating to Wirral which includes a copy
of an old photograph which has been variously identified over the years as either Raby
Mere or Bormborough Mills; however it is clearly neither. After 15 years of attempts to
locate the building, I have now finally identified it as a rather nice image of Bunbury Mill,
taken in the 1880s. Unfortunately, I have no idea of the exact provenance, as it was
originally printed from a glass copy negative of an old print made at some point in the
1950s by the Liverpool photographers Elsam, Mann & Cooper. We hold most of what
remains of their company archive, but the original glass plate for this shot is not amongst
the surviving material that we hold.”

The archivist's statement says the photograph was probably taken in the 1880’s. So, what
can we see? A group of people ‘posing’ near to the main buildings of Bunbury Water Mill,
near Tarporley in Cheshire.
 
The buildings look reasonably new. Their construction, which was finished in 1844, was
required following a fire which razed the previous ‘half-timbered’ building several years
previous. There are some pigeon boxes on the gable end of the main building, now gone,
and some wooden planks fixed to the wall beneath the loading bay door, which still existed
at the time of the start of the restoration period in the 1970’s by Northwest Water Authority,
but were removed during that time.
The entry point for the water from the pond into the mill is hidden by the vegetation in front
of the main building. The water passed through a culvert under the metalled surface and
into the mill to drive the waterwheel. Excess water, not going into the mill, was allowed to
flow around the mill via a sluice channel, but it would seem that the water could be held
back by a sluice gate; the machinery, which can be made out just in front of the group of 4
people, probably operating a sloping gate which could be raised or lowered to control the
flow of water from the pond. There is a small footbridge over the outlet channel two or
three feet downstream of the gate.
The ground at the rear and side of the mill seems to be cropped with potatoes, and would
have been the garden area for the miller’s house.
Directly behind the main building lies a semi-open shed with a slightly-sloping roof – a
cartwheel can be seen inside which implies that the shed was used for storing the miller’s
cart.
But who are the people?
There is a strong probability that the main group of people are the wife and daughters of
John Lovekin (junior).
By 1871, John (junior) had moved from the family home at the mill to Newcastle-under-

Lyme to work as an apprentice butcher and had married Harriet Ellen Wilson on 15th

November 1876. Their first child, Elizabeth died on 10th February 1878 aged 7 months.
By 1881, John had moved back to his Bunbury Mill home and taken over the running of the
mill when his father, John (senior) retired from milling to take up farming in Kelsall.
We have yet to identify the lady in mourning dress with her dog, the children nearer the
main body of the pond or the lady holding the small child in the group of 4 people.
Harriet is standing proudly in the foreground of the picture
Since 1878, John and Harriet had several children – Mary (born 1879), Florence, Lottie,
Ellen, Mabel, Lizzie, Emma,  Louise, Annie, Nora (died aged 14 months) and Gertrude.



Assuming that no other child died earlier that the time of the photograph, and that the
Lovekin children are those wearing white smocks or in the arms of others (8 children), we
can believe that they are Mary through to Louise being the youngest born in 1888, and
places the time of the photograph at 1888 or 1889.

With such a large family, no wonder there’s a large crop of potatoes!

If you feel you can put names to faces, do let us know by sending and email to
info@bunburymill.com   We'd be pleased to hear from you.

A larger copy of the picture is available on the History page of our website
www.bunburymill.com

Santa is visiting us on
Saturday 17th December 2022

between 1pm and 4pm!



Santa's visit is now
FULLY BOOKED

Just a quick reminder! If you wish to UNSUBSCRIBE from this
newsletter, please use the "unsubscribe from this list" link at the very
bottom of the page. If you reply to this email instead, it goes to an
inbox which is NOT monitored and your email will not be seen thus
you may still receive newsletters. If you want to send us a message,
please email it to info@bunburymil.com

Thank you.

Facebook: bunburymilll

Web: www.Bunburymill.com

Instagram: bunburymill

Please do not reply to this email - the inbox is not monitored.
You can contact us at info@bunburymill.com
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